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IN THE HEARTS OF MEN? 
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IT COULD JUST RS 
EPSILY HAVE BEEN 
THE MOTTO FOR 
THE ILLUSIONISTS 
OF THE WORLD. 


GREAT MAGICIAN 
OR AN ESCAPIST 
REQUIRES 
PRACTICE AND 
PREPARATION. 


TAKE HARRY, 
FOR INSTANCE. 


THE GREAT 
HOUDINI. 


DURING HIS 
PERFORMANCES,.. 
RIGHT BEFORE HE 
ENTERED SOME 
PEATHTRAP... 


OF COURSE, 
THIS IS WHEN BESS 
WOULD PASS A 
LOCK PICK FROM 
HER MOUTH TO HIS. 



















NEEDLESS TO SAY, 
I WAS NOT FULLY 
PREPARED FOR 
WHAT I FOUND 
HERE TONIGHT. 


NEVER BEFORE 
HAVE I TRIED TO 
CLOUD THE MINDS 
OF AN ANIMAL. 





































THE QUESTION 
NOW IS WHETHER 
CROWLEY SET ME UP. 


THE LIVES THESE 
BERSTS LED... 


...THE PAIN RND 
TORTURE THEY 
ENDURED,.. 



















' I'M AFRAID ' 
YOU'VE ARRIVED 
TOO LRTE TO 
QUESTION RNY OF 
MY ESTEEMED 
V COLLEAGUES. < 


BUT THEY 
RRE EASILY 


THIS DECK IS 
SAID TO HAVE 
BELONGED 
TO RICPRPO 
UPZZPR. 


IT WAS BELIEVED 
THAT THIS WOULD OPEN 
A PORTAL DIRECTLY TO 
HEU, THROUGH WHICH 
DEMONS WOULD COME 
. TO OUR WORLD. . 


HE WAS THE FIRST 
TO PERFECT THE 
ART OF THROWING 
CARDS WITH 
PEPPLY 

v PCCURPCY. / 


ARE NPMES 
IMPORTANT TO 
. YOU NOW? , 


NOT THAT 

HIS NAME IS KNOWN 
OUTSIDE THE HHLLS 
s. OF MAGIC. . 


AND IF I ASKED 
FOR YOUR NAME-- 
YOUR TRUE NAME— 
WOULD YOU GIVE 
. IT WILLINGLY? 


actually.it 1 

IS JUST A FANCY 
. MUSIC BOX. j 


HE CHOSE TO 
WHLK A PATH THHT, 
WERE HE ALIVE 
TODAY, WOULD HAVE 
SURELY CRO66EP 
K YOUR OWN. / 


BUT WITH 1 
THE PROPER 
PRESENTATION, 
AN AUDIENCE 
WILL BELIEVE 
k PNYTHING. J 




( IPOUBT V—- ===l 



=4 YOU WOULD. | 



f AND SO, tRCfrl 

i i'll call i/n * i 

\ TOU THE ft' I 1 MjYl A 1 

\shppow. \k/J| 



Till Li^mf AND YOU P 

LLi— CAN CALL ME THE I 
SPNPMPN. M 


































OH...I PIPN'T 
PO THIS. IN FRCT, 
WHEN X FOUNP 
THE BOPIES, I 
RSSUMEP IT WHS 
YOUR WORK, a 


TOUCHEP 
H BIT OF H 
RHW NERVE, 

, I SEE. . 


IT WHS HN 
HONEST 
M/STHKE. 


THESE MEN IN 
SUCH LOW 
ESTEEM... 


...WHY WOULP 
YOU PEBHSE 
YOURSELF TO 
WORK WITH 
. THEM? 












EVEN you 
MUST HRVE 
NEEDS TO 
BE MET. , 


*=/ 00 y ou 

KNOW HOW MUCH 
U THEY OFFERED ME 
■V TO KILL YOU? . 


f THANKS TO 1 
My NEGOTIATION 
STRATEGIES, MY 
SISTER AND HER SON 
. NOW HPVEP HOME 
\ IN PRGENTINP. A 


BUT you 
DON'T CPRE TO 
HERR TRLES OF 
MY FAMILY NOR 
OUR FINRNCIRL 
STANDING, a 


DO YOU THINK 
YOUR RCTIONS 
CREATE 
BALANCE? . 


YOU MURDER... 
BUT WITH THE 
BELIEF THRT YOU 
SERVE JUSTICE. 


EVERY DEPTH 
YOU SERVE UP 
CREATES R 
VRCUUM. 


NRTURE ABHORS 
R VRCUUM. RS 
DOES SOCIETY 


r MORE WILL 
RSCEND RND FIGHT 
TO FILL THE HOLES 
YOUR BULLETS 
k LEAVE BEHIND, a 


THESE MEN 
WERE NOT KILLED 
BECAUSE OF 
YOUR SENSE OF 
, JUSTICE... a 


WE BOTH NEED 
TO DISCOVER 
WHO KILLED 
THESE MEN. 


...NOR DID THEY 
DIE BECAUSE OF 
MY BUSINESS 
PRACTICES... 


I SHRLL ENJOY 1 
USING YOU RND 
YOUR METHODS TO 
HELP ME ACHIEVE 
k MY ENDGAME. A 


r ...RNDYET 1 
THEIR CORPSES 
SUGGEST THRT OUR 
GORLS MAY HAVE 
MORE IN COMMON 
THRN EITHER OF 
k US THOUGHT. A 


your 

CONCERN FOR 
YOUR FRMILY IS 
UPLIFTING... 


...AND 

THOSE SCALES 
MUST BE 
BRLRNCEP. 


...BUT 

you TRADE IN 
PERTH AND 
MURDER.,. 

































NITOCRIS... 


IS THAT? I HRVE 
NEVER HEARD 
OF IT BEFORE. 


I WONDER IF THE 
SRNDMRN HERRD 


NO DOUBT 
I HRVE NOT SEEN 
THE LRST OF HIM. 




























MR. 

CRANSTON--IT 
IS AN HONOR 
TO MEET YOU. 


I WAS TOLD 
THRT YOU WANTED 
TO CONTRIBUTE 
R SIZABLE 
DONATION TO THE 
RRCHEOLOGy 
. DEPARTMENT, j 


RLWRyS BEEN 
R PATRON OF 
THE ARTS AND 
EDUCATION, 
PROFESSOR 
TIBBERT. . 


IT ISN'T 
OFTEN MONEY 
COMES IN THE 
DOOR LOOKING 
. FOR ME. A 


USUALLY 
I HAVE TO BEG 
RNP PLERP FOR 
, FUNDING. . 


IT IS WHAT 
MAKES US 
A CIVIUZEP 
SOCIETY. 


I BELIEVE THAT THOSE 
WITH THE MEANS SHOULD 
ALWAYS CONTRIBUTE TO 
v THOSE WITHOUT IT. a 


H PLEASURE 
TO HEAR IT. 


SO HOW 
CAN I HELP 
YOU TODAY? 
OTHER THAN 
BY ACCEPTING 
YOUR MONEY, 

. OF COURSE. . 


IN MY EXPERIENCE, 
SUCH GESTURES 
ALWAYS COME 
WITH A REQUEST. 


I WOULD LIKE 
TO THINK THAT AS MEN OF 
EDUCATION, WE COULD 
PERIODICALLY DISCUSS 
SUCH THINGS. a 


IN NO WAY IS IT 
A REQUIREMENT 
OF MY PLEDGE. 


AND HE CAN BE 
CERTAIN THAT HE 
HAS NOT SEEN 
THE LAST OF ME. 
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GAYLE 

KNOWS WHRT 
SECRETS LIE IN 
THE HEARTS OF 
MEN, PERRIE. 


YOU MIGHT 
RS WELL COME 
OUT NOW. 


I WOULP 
OFFER TO TAKE 
YOUR SCRRF, HRT, 
v RNP COAT... a 


THIS TER 
ISN'T GOING TO 
STAY WPRM RLL 
. NIGHT. a 


SO WHRT 
BRINGS 

you to my 

SITTING 

ROOM? 


I COULP BE 1 
PRESUMPTUOUS 
RNP TELL YOU, BUT I 
SENSE YOU PREFER 
POING THINGS 
k YOUR WRY A 


...BUT 

SOMEHOW I 
POUBT you 
WOULP BE 


TO THRT, 
WOULP you? 
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I DON'T GO AROUND 
LEAPING FROM MOVING 
CARS, SHOOTING 
AT RUFFIANS AND 
HOOLIGANS WHILE 
DODGING BULLETS. . 


BUT WE BOTH 
KNOW THAT IS 
ONLY PART OF 
WHAT YOU DO. 


HARRY'S DEATH WAS 
A TRRGEPY, WASN'T 
IT? ONE THAT, I'M 
AFRAID, CONTINUES 
TO PLAY OUT TO 
k THIS DAY. A 


IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN PLEASANT 
TO THINK THIS 
FOUL BUSINESS 
ENDED WITH THE 
KIDNAPPING OF 
HIS DEAR WIFE, 
v BESS. . 


BUT WE 
BOTH KNOW 
THAT'S NOT 
. TRUE. a 


I KNOW THE 
SOCIETY OF UNITED 
MRGICIRNS BELIEVED 
SHE UNDERSTOOD 
. HARRY'S SECRETS... . 


r „. AND THEY ~ 
WERE WILLING TO 
DO ALL MANNER OF 
TERRIBLE THINGS 
TO GET HER 
k TO TALK. A 


...SECRETS 
HE PASSED 
OH FITTER 
PERTH.,. 































MAYBE 

HARRY VISITEP 
HER AFTER HIS 


...PERHAPS 
BY SOMEONE 
POSSESSING 
THE POWERS OF 
HYPNOSIS. . 


IF YOU PIP 
CLOUD HER 
MEMORIES... 


I ADMIT, I HAVE... 
PSSOCIHTES... 
WHO ARE KEEPING 
AN EYE ON BESS. 


WHEN SHE SAYS 
SHE WAS NOT 
CONTACTED BY 
HER HUSBAND'S 
SPIRIT... . 


AS YOU KNOW, 
THERE ARE THOSE 
WHO WOULD KILL 
TO LEARN HER 
, SECRETS. a 


~ BUT THERE ~ 
ARE ALSO THOSE 
WHO WOULD KILL TO 
MAKE SURE THE LAST 
ILLUSION REMRINS 
► A MYSTERY. A 


MYSELF,. 

YES. 


PNP MY 
ASSOCIATES. 


A FEW YEARS 
AGO, THIS ROOM 
WOULD HAVE 
LOOKED QUITE 
. DIFFERENT. , 


IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN CLUTTERED 
WITH EGYPTIAN 
ARTIFACTS.,. 


...MOST OF 
THEM QUITE 
FPKE. 


TUj 

/ / v^~XL 

i 

V&2 

/ 

















































•IN THOSE PAYS, 

I CLAIMEP TO BE 
THE REINCRRNRTEP 
NITOCRIS... 


IIMRGINE IT IS 
THRT NAME THAT 
BROUGHT YOU 
HERE, YES? 


r MANY OF MY 
COLLEAGUES... ANP 
/?« OF MY ENEMIES,,. 

STILL CALL ME BY 
L THAT NAME. A 


•...QUEEN OF 
ESOTERIC MYSTERY/ 


HIS WORRISOME 
HRBIT OF PEBUNKING 
SPIRITUALISTS 
CAUSEP ME A BIT OF 


BUT WE 
RESPECTEP 
EACH OTHER. 


r IT WHS ' 
GHOSTWRITTEN, OF 
COURSE, BY A FELLOW 
BY THE NAME OF 
k LOVECRPFT. A 


BUT WITHIN 
MY LESSON IS THE 
TRUE REASON THE 
SOCIETY MUST BE 
STOPPEP. . 






















SURELY THRT 
WRRRRNTS 
PECISIVE... 


IT'S 

FRR, FRR TOO 
ume TO CRLL 
THEM OFF. 























































LUCKY FOR 
ME,..I DID NOT 
INDULGE. 


...RND LET NO ONE--BE 
THEY MORTAL, SPIRIT, 
OR GOD—ATTEMPT TO 
PISSURPE ME FROM 
MY CRUSE. 
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